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No December Digest!

There will be no December Digest this

time around. though we do have a
Christmas card! Happy Thanksgivinp
and Happy Holidays!

cNovember ¢fleeting

Wednesday, November 16th, 2016

Mlenu

Entrée

Chicken Parmesan
First course is a salad with a choice of dressing.

Kids Choice
Chicken Fingers with Fries

Al Meal s are served with chefd
butter, dessert, coffee & tea (Fresh sliced fruit plate may be substituted
dessert.)
Alternate choices upon request when making reservations.
Vegetarian choices are also available.
JfMeeting Program
nSeeing a
This month, Dr. Ellen Belknap will be speaking about
how she plans to change how
available to improve ophthalmology care!
otocation.
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel ~ Roswell
1075 Holcomb Bridge Road

Phone: 77692-9600 www.atlantaroswell.doubletree.com
Time: 6: 45 pm Sa-B@gmDierr ve
8: 00 pm (Shar p) -BibqpuAdoun b e

Directions: Take GA400 North to Exit 7B Roswell exit and turn
onto Holcomb Bridge Road going West towards Roswell; the ho
is located .5 mile on the left at the second traffic light, Dogwood
Road.

RSVP: DINNER RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED IF YOU PLAN TO DINE
WITH US! You are not required to have dinner, however. Join us for drinks or
come shortly before 8 for the program only and short business meeting following.

Please be sure to call ahead for your reservations if you plan to
join us for Dinner as the Restaurant has a cut off for reserva-
tions and cancellations. You may reserve and pay via Paypal

on the club website under
OR Contact our Kellie Holbrook 770-6645756 or email her at
holbrookcc@mindspring.comNO LATER than Friday at

NOON (November 11th) prior to the meeting on the following
Wednesday. I f you RSVPO6d and
your meal. Price $25 adults (this price reflects the reduction to t
members from the actual cost as Atlanta KC subsidizes all dinng
in the amount of $5 each as a benefit of membership) and $5 fo

children under 12. If you have special menu needs please menti
this to the Hospitality Chair when you make your reservations. If
you decide 4o attend | ater,
taurant. Just be sure to let us know so we can hold you a table.

P r o Hfr/loné)efﬁlayre, Dec. 1

OBi'ct/lda#A
Mid Nov. / Dec. Birthdays
Donna Hills, Nov. 19
Colleen Samaroo, Nov. 19
Lisa Dempsey, Nov. 20
Christine Bowker, Nov. 23
Penny Lites, Nov. 25
Gabrielle Kostiuk, Nov. 26
Darcy Quinlan, Nov. 26
CarCoIthaiif,CNcer. Zg §
¥rAnn Martin, Nov. 29
Ann Hearn, Nov. 29
Jerri Alberti, Nov. 30

veg

James Spears, Dec. 1

Paula Moore, Dec. 4

KathyRSE)nitsh,VIVDgc. 11
fwanlla Walked, Bec. 13
JT}iSWT%uroA, D& 144 5
Susan Hunter, Dec. 14
&inger Aldrich, Dec. 14
Nathan Brower, Dec. 15
Barbara Zahn, Dec. 16

Lisa Bowman, Dec. 18

Pam Long, Dec. 19

Pam MingeSain, Dec. 20
Mary Johnson, Dec. 26
ERvacgerhV%lorsthicr;gton, Dec. 27
Darcy Whipple, Dec. 29

d oTEAG LY ¢ o n ¢
Eonna Hills, Oct. 19

Dr. Carmen Battaglia, Oct. 29
(Fmery Pete, Oct. 30

Gail & Bob LaBerge, Nov. 3
ou can order
Edward Eassey, Dec. 2

et abl

NERAFsDeEeX am dat a i
Rick Dobbins, Dec. 7
Diana Jeffreys, Dec. 7
Barbara Bachman, Dec. 10
en Edmonds, Dec. 11
, GA 300

y ol

f ooc
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JAnniversaries Continued

Lisa & CJ Favre, Dec. 13 Jane Snider, Dec. 18th Barbara Humphery, Dec. 22 Mary Sechler, Dec. 28

Jim & Mary Ellen Macke, Dec. 16 ~ Joan Dudman, Dec. 21st James & Joyce Gibson, Dec. 22

Webmaster:

Jim Macke - jimmacke@comcast.net or
Mary Ellen Macke - Maryellen.macke@harrynorman.com, 404310-5933 Find us on:
Call or email either Mary Ellen or Jim for website questions or help. n

Do not forget to like us on FACEBOOK! Do you have something to post ? faCEbOOkca
Tamara Brower is the Facebook Administrator forAttkanta Kennel Club, thePeach Blos-
som Cluster and theGeorgia Classic Cluster. tamarabrower@gmail.com

Contact Tamara at tamarabrower@gmail.com.

aB’cagA:

Please send any brags for the Digest to Ginger Aldrich i Snofire@aol.com, 770 -380-9404, P.O. Box 6501,
Gainesville GA 30504 (usually to be received just prior to the 1st of each month)

Anna Hines and her dog, Biscuit, (pictured to the right) won an Owner T Handler BOV and Hound GP 1 at Ken-
nesaw Kennel Cl ui bHargller&Sweepstakes! @ngnats to both of them o itlooks like they had

a fun time!

https://www.facebook.com/akc.juniors - Also send any Juniors brags or recent wins
to the Digest Coordinator Ginger Aldrich - snofire@aol.com for inclusion here. We
want to know what is happening out there in the JS rings!

4 The Junior Showmanship ring was getting on great at the Autumn show this past month!
Everyone seems to have had a great 8mkehope to see you all there next time! Con-
i grats to all the winners, and to the losers, better luck next time!

i As a former Junior, myself, | know how hard it can be to find yourself on the losing end of
thingsd but donoét | ose heart! Everything is

a

“get upset, get better! After all, itds al

n
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A Huge Thank You! & Fall Shows

Thank you to all our workers at our Fall shows this year! Our own Member Stewards were once again on duty as volunteers
and all rings ran smoothly. Thank you to chief steward Jim Macke for your dedication in scheduling and being there évgouthoug
were feeling poorlyé Glad you are feeling better now!

I hope some of you were able to stay for Best in Show as we celebrated with our show chair Kathleen Steen for her
50 years of judging with AKC award presentation by AKC Board Member and Life
Member of our club, Dr Carmen Battaglia. That bouquet of 50 roses was magnificent

(Thanks Jerry C for ordering it from the Alpine Bakery in Rosivétlwas just amazing
(But raspberry? Well, | understand...) Congratulations again Kathleen on your award!

Congrats to the Pulik CH Cordmaker Mister Blue Sky, with handler Linda

¥ Pitts &P Kelly &S Huebneffor Best in Show.

And to the Black Russian TerrigsCH CH RUSSIAN

BEARS NOT JUST ANOTHER ROCK STARR, owner

Danielle Kremer folReserve best in Show

(Pictured: Best in Show Lineup) Go to this link for the other results for groups http://
www.onofrio.com/execpgm/wbsrgpbs?wtshky=ATLA152828

Pitt and owner&E Charles &J Beaudoin &L T

and the cake was the best cake | ever ateé

For the first time oMyDogchnDD Tlatbf evedtt wédi cdww P f @EII

and we hope to expand and offer it on more days next time. Huge thanks to the Browers, Tamara a
for organizing and helping exhibitors try their hand at the various obstacles, teeter and jumps, tuhitel
looked like folks were really having fun. Thanks also to Marleen Burford for letting us use a lot of yo’
jumps and we bought a tire and wobble board and Tamara also had a few things saving us a big e

order to try things out. AKC sent out emails to people in the community inviting them and they came*

ers competing in conformation normally, also used the opportun

t h a t idandtheydid! Thanks too to Diane Pegram who went down after showing to help out as well.  (Pictured: Tamara Brower
helps a rather unsure dog

Thanks to Lynette White for all her work in organizing the Meet the Breed Event which looked like across its first

it was bigger and better with lots of breeds participating. Thanks also to the clubs for manning their booths with
displays and dogs and sitting there all day talking to folks about their breeds.

Thanks to Sandy Weaver for organizing the 3 dog show tours again and we saw you all over the place from announcer stand to tour-
ing groups. First persons we saw at 8:00 am were 2 ladies who came for the My Dog event and the dog-sthey veene so exted

about the show. | saw the first tour of what looked lik& people taking off down the aisle with you. Also thanks for albigtgnd the
scenes work on promoting the show with publicity efforts and press releases. Looks like it
worked.

Thanks to Candy Wright for taking care of the Obedience/ Rally folks and it looked
| i ke it ran smoothly. I saw the huge bag

: MM@down on the N end behind the vendors to w
FoToY deias oIS \vas our first year to bring back Rally and it looked like it was going well too.

Thanks to Carol Simmons, our trophy chair for your dedication with the trophy table

and know you were there all weekend with Prestige Specialties and just helping out where

= you could. The trophy display set up was wonderful as always. Be sure to call Carol soon
. for donating trophies to the Spring show in Peftyanks also to trophy table helper

Kellie Holbrook who is always on duty to help too.

(Pictured: The Award Pedestal)

Special thanks also to Carl Vitner for being the Cluster Chair and Vendor Chair and work-
ing all week setting up and solving problems as well as coordinating with our sister clubs to make it all happen andhiyri $heoe
ple have no idea how much work it takes behind the scenes during the year to put on these event. Thanks Carl!

of
at

Just a BIG thanks to all our members and friends and fellow clubs for helping make the shows wonderful again! I donét have

ryonedbs names but we appreciate it and you wil/l be receiving
Congratulations to all the winners, and see you all again next fall!
3

Now on to Perry and the Peach Blossom Cluster...

a


http://www.onofrio.com/execpgm/wbsrgpbs?wtshky=ATLA152828
http://www.onofrio.com/execpgm/wbsrgpbs?wtshky=ATLA152828
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Rosters:

Please do not forget also to check the Atlanta KC Website to check our roster info where it is posted
Many people ask for a roster i it is there now and all you need to do is print it off if you want a hard tadpig updated whenever we

New Members:

Viktoriia lvanouskaia

228 Harmony Ct.

Alpharetta, Ga. 30004

(347) 393-4041

(no email address currently)

Breed: Yorkshire Terrier

Sponsors: Ann Wallin and Sandy Weaver

Member News

Kathleen Steen celebrated fifty years of judging just this past month! Fifty years of nstop,

amazing judging r anging from the | ocal l evel al |t ’ o massi Vv
another wonderfully weltleserved thank you for her hard work and dedication! ‘ To |

Mrs. Kathleen Steen

Need volunteers for the coming year é
If you see a need or have an idea for an event or something you want to try to help the club, pleasq Soxams e
board member and volunteer your help or give us your ideas! Volunteers are the heart of @uneldr AND

DEDICATION TO THE

think that YOU are not needed! SPORT OF PUREBRED DOGS

We would like to have training classes i as in the past but as always a place to have them seem

be a stumbling block if you know of a place or if you would like to be an instructor please let us kno

Would like a place that is out of the weather and maybe offer classes as in the past during the wee

ceding our shows in March to early April, and in fall from Sept to early Oct.
) o o ] (Pictured: Kat hl een

We dp havg a list of training faC|I|_t|es in the Atlanta area and we have a tab c'alled'member services FbthSemorative Plaque)

website to list your classé&scheck it out and let us know if you are not on the list. Ginger made a list for the

My Dog Event of Agility and Obedience places with mehiter s fASta

classes we could find but it would be very helpful to the surrounding communities to be able to direct people to gapfhdtibiieis

and trainers other than the Pet Stores. People taking classes are more likely to attend dog shows and get startédfidalys.dpor

would be good to tell potential members about these classes outside of Pet Stores; after all, Pet Stores do not ploedode gpac

tivities as we all know.

Be on the lookout for your annual Holiday Party Invitation coming soon in the snail mail!

Upcoming Event: Herding Fun Day & November 19th

On the 19th of this month, the German Shepard Dog Club of Atlanta is hosting a Herding Fun Day! Now, normally they

give preference to German Shepards, but all breeds are welcome! A whole day full of fun and herding goodness, just right
down the road! The fee will be $20, and dogs will be able to run two separate runs during the day. Hope everyone has fun,
and remember, the date is coming up soon! For more informatiog € | fibettyannll. 16@gmail . co

Westminster Tickets!

If attending Westminster at Madison Square Garden was on your Bucket List, then now is your chance to go! The Atlanta

Kennel Club has 12 seats available on a first come, firs
dollars each, and a deadline to purchase at December 5th, with the show being on FedrdiaRod &ore information,-e
mai | Kellie Holbrook at fAhol brookcc@mi ndspring. como. Or ¢
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Christmas Party!

Téwas the night before the night before Chr idsrnomesesahamblav. al | t hr
Well, | tried.

But in all seriousness, on the 7th of December, we are hosting our annual Christmas Party! Normally this would taki@l@ck on
Wednesday of the month, but I 6m afraid this time wiAshlwayse di f f e
bring a gift to share in our famous gift game, and if you so please, you can even make a donation to PALS! The menilablaattav

the moment, but the location will be the same DoubleTree Hotel off Holcomb Bridge Road as meetings normally are. Ifspatifieeed

locations and directions, please check the front page where you can find all the information you possibly could evert oregelsivan

Judgesd Selecti-B0h7 Commi ttee 2016

Please calcommittee members from the appropriate group to suggest judges for consideration by the selection committee
which meets sever al times during the year. Pl ease r ememb
variety of reasons however c¢club member input is given pr
policy not to hire the same judge for the same show 2 years in a row. Since we do share judges with the other cluster clubs,
we tend to try to hire judges approved for several groups, if possible, to control expenses through judge sharing. Members
provisional for any breeds are also given a priority as well as suggestions from specialty clubs for their supported entries.

Show Chairman i Kathleen Steen 770-751-0311- kathleensteen@bellsouth.net

Sporting i Mary Ellen Macke 404-310-5933maryellen.macke@harrynorman.com

Working 1 Carl Vitneri 404-291-01231 samoyed@bellsouth.net

Hounds 1 Jerry Cerasini 770-4753152ponyguru@aol.com
Non Sporting i Dot Bates 40447504101 n_bates@bellsouth.net

Toys i Candy Wrighti 678851-4633- chiggerbug@gmail.com

Herding i Dr. Carmen Battaglia 770-9983679- carmenbattaglia@gmail.com
Terrier 1 Gilda Mallik 1 770-394-4098 gilndon@comcast.net

Please note i as of July 31 2016

Judges are now selected and posted for our Fall Show and have been assigned
Judges are hired for Perry Peach Blossom asiweit not yet assigned

Committee is now working on 2017 FALL Judges

If anyone in our club is newly provisional in new breeds, or thinking you may be soon, you must let Kathleen knowarberider t
cluded in a future panethe new judges lists are not necessarily being monitored D&t an FYI reminder

If you know of someone who may be provisional in their first gribnpn member etc
to recommend also let Kathleen or the group leader know as they are always seeking

provisional judges for AKC requirements


mailto:kathleensteen@bellsouth.net
mailto:maryellen.macke@harrynorman.com
mailto:samoyed@bellsouth.net
mailto:ponyguru@aol.com
mailto:n_bates@bellsouth.net
mailto:chiggerbug@gmail.com
mailto:gilndon@comcast.net

How the Shape of Your Dog's Head Influences His Behavior

November 09, 2016 | 27,628 views

By Dr. Karen Becker

Recentl vy, researchers in Australia set out to testiorth®ashestydikbat hblhe we
and weight decrease, many undesirable behaviorsyrmrc i al f ear , hyperactivity and attention seeking) |
Translation: the smaller the dog, the more likely he or she is to be fearful, high strung and needy. While we knovethiesppismall dogs, like all generalizations

of this sort, it certainly doesndt apply to every smal/l dog.

A lot has to do with how well the puppy is socialized and whether he receives positive training throughout his lifetareee Pplesrty of Spounders who are self
assured and independent, just as there are lots of shy, clingy big dogs. But back to the Australian study. Whereas stasiiesmikre based on dog owner surveys,
this study involved trained observers and data from over 60,000 dogs and 45 different breeds.

Short-Nosed Dogs Have Become an Obsession in Australia

The results obtained from the study generated some rather interesting media headlines, including this one from ABC Alews Austh i ¢ h ¢ a u g-hosed my
dogs more affectionate and make better guard dogs, study suggestso

Like the ABC News piece, several media articles about the study, which was published in the journal PLaif)@rst these positive attributes in dogs with short muz-

zl es (brachycephalic breeds) mayosedbrpddsin Australia despife theiwsignifgeaithopiolsleens.s i on o wi t h s hc
In recent years, animal welfare experts in Australia and the U.K. have grown increasingly concerned that brachycepleaictlied®ugBoston TerrierBoxer, Bull-

dog, etc.) suffer many health challenges due to t kethlongermuzaies.cti on of their
However, kennel clubs often promote dogs with highly exaggerated physical features. That means in the case of bratieyshéhtafle, the more likely the dog is to

be favored by show judges. This encourages breeders to produce dogs wsthoetezrmuzzlesyithout concern for the health tife animals.

According to the researchers, one of the reasons for the most recent study was to try to understand why, despiteprasitemes)ithe brachy breeds continue to be so
popular in Australia and the U.K. According to Professor Paul McGreevy, Ph.D. of the University of Sydney-autharcof thestudy:

"If people accept shogkulled dogs are likely to cost more, suffer health problems and die earlier, then there must bagetsettiiat gets people across the line. Yes
the dogs | ook cute, but | think it's their beguiling behavior that comper

Study Suggests a Dogdébs Head Shape Strongly I mpacts His Behavior

The researchers concluded the shape of a dmosed dogssvkre hadre lifels beraffentigniaty and follbw aora-n c e
mands than dogs with longer muzzles.

The brachys also showed more interest in chasing toys dragged on the ground, which suggests they may be easier to train.
(My opinion differs from the researchersd concl us asemtds. Some dbogs mdy pdse niote itrainking a |
challenges, but most animals respond to positive reinforcement.)

When they felt threatened, the shoti z z | ed dogs fé were more | ikely t 8 démanstetingtdefensive ggressian suehr as s t
biting, barking and lunging at a human standing under a sheet, or a cardbeard tut of sa human. o

According to McGreevy, dogs with longer faces responded in an opposite fashion, showing shyness, caution and lesstaggressionst r anger s . i Th
why Greyhoundsion't generally excel as guard dogs and Afghans tend to be aloof, less playful and more fearful thasksheattdogs," he said.

(For the record, I suspect the researcherds use o fmarydogs ndtueallyrdispiagin sitwationsdheyg o
perceive as threatening.)

Another observation made by McGreevy is that brachys may be more appealing to humans because the unusual shape wiethsitheagyes are more forward
facing and further apart than the eyes of dogs wi t landthey segne to berbetteralsle to follew aa | <
pointing finger than dogs with longer skulls.

Brachy Breeds Deserve Long, Healthy Lives, Too

The researchers believe their study results show there is maue ltmve of brachys than just their cute appearance. Thegtaisothat while flafaced dogs may display
some patrticularly appealing behaviors, the growing concern over their health should give us pause.

One example of poor breeding practices that have been disastrous to the health of the breed includes the modern d&lyev&rmsigistoBulldog, who suffers from an
endless list of diseases. According to one survey, the median age of death for this breed is 6.25 years.

The massive size of todayés English Bulldog often maikheusmedialrinteavdntomat i ng anoc
Another example is thBug, a brachycephalic dog that has been bred to exaggerate theosedrtrait. The result? High blopdessure, heart problems, low blood oxy-

gen levels, breathing problems, a tendency to overheat/develop heatstroke, dental issues and skin fold dermatitis.

As a vet er i nai+handthe prolbleing eeatedenden ddgs areshited exclusively to achieve a certain look, writterat for their health, mobility or quality

of life.

It is deeply troubling to me, with all we know about the suffering these animals endure, that breeders persist in exdlygeiatn  dogs é physi cal ch
means sacrificing their health.

Fortunately, at |l east one kennel <club has acknowl eeggegderiattdisn ga ab addo giodse ap hty
to the point of compromising his health. According to McGreevy:

"The Norwegian Kennel Club has said that because of the health problem islsHied dogs, they're going to change the betaddards so the dogs won't be so short
skull eds after all .o

In Australia and the U.K., the increasing popularity of brachycephalic breeds appears to be in response to their catieplesksality, as well as their trainability.
However, as McGreevy points out, "We alsowantibngved dogs and we're not getting that if we follow
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Dog Constipation

Like humans, dogs sometimes become constipated. If your dog is alert and active but has not had a bowel movement in
48 to 72 hours, don't worry. Just like people, dogs are not always regular.

However, eating wood, bones and other indigestible material is a common cause of constipation. Psychological factors can
also have an influence. Have you recently changed his diet? Made any home or lifestyle changes that could have upset
him? Constipation can also be a side effect of some medications.

If your dog makes frequent, unsuccessful attempts to defecate, has a decreased appetite, is vomiting, lethargic and only
passing a small amount of blood-streaked, foul smelling stool, he may have impacted feces in the colon. Sometimes, long-
haired dogs have a problem with hair matting over their anus, making defecation impossible. In rare cases, hairballs may
be the problem. Either way, take your dog in to see his vet within 24 hours.

Your vet will give your dog a complete physical examination, palpate the intestines and perform a rectal exam. If your vet
suspects a piece of bone is lodged in the rectum, he may suggest X-rays, endoscopies or ultrasound. For impacted feces,
your vet may administer an enema.

Non-disease related constipation could best be controlled by diet. If your dog has a tendency toward constipation, avoid
feeding dry dog food or moisten dry food with water. It may also be helpful to feed your dog a small amount of bran. The
dose is 1 tablespoon to six ounces of wet food. The bran has no side effects and may be added indefinitely or as needed.
Make sure your dog is drinking sufficient water.

For mild constipation, add mineral ail, 1 teaspoon per 10 pounds body weight to your dog's food. Warning! Never adminis-
ter mineral oil directly in your dog's mouth! It can pass into the respiratory system and cause aspiration pneumonia. Or you
can give one Maalox tablet daily until symptoms disappear. Do not give Maalox if your dog has a history of kidney or heart
disease!

The intestinal muscles of older dogs move food more slowly along the digestive tract. To help keep things moving, add
finely ground raw or stewed fruits and vegetables to his diet. Make sure he is drinking an adequate amount of water.

Under psychological stress, some dogs react by refusing to defecate, which leads to constipation. For dogs with
a history of reacting to stress with constipation, anticipate his reaction to any changes in his life by adding bran
to his food.

For longer-haired dogs, trim matted hair and feces from the anus. Regular dog grooming will prevent this prob-
lem in the future.



Dogs Do né tOrDodhek?

Original Ar t i cl e :artiqed/dogsvd .o datdlip . -ar-dorthieyd2058/)

As pack animals, dogs have developed vocal sounds, as well as body language, to communicate with each other. Canines
that live and hunt together in a pack must be able to communicate if they are going to feed themselves, rear their pups,
maintain their territories and establish their dominance within their pack. Dog parents must teach their young how to sur-
vive and their pups must | isten to their parentsdé | esson
the pack without having to constantly fight to maintain his position. As a social unit that hunts in a group, dogs neist be ab

to signal an attack and to understand when to move forward and when to stay bagladkt@arnings are necessary if an

intruder is near.

The dog's vocal sounds (barking, growling and whimpering) are the most obvious forms of dog communication. Although
barking varies with size and dog breed, it can communicate everything from excitement to fear. It is believed that the char-
acteristic baying sound of some hounds serves to communicate location to their straying pack members. The how! of a wolf
serves the same purpose. Growling usually serves as an aggressive warning. Whimpering usually indicates a desire for at-
tention.

In addition to vocal sounds, dogs use body language to express their thoughts and feelings. The position of the ears and the
position of the tail can carry a strong message to other dogs and even humans. When a dog greets his owner, the tail wags
and the ears perk up. In a situation where the dog feels insecure, the tail is tucked between the legs and the eark are lower

Most dogs will not bite without signaling the intention to do so, usually by growling and baring teeth. By following a spe-
cific series of gestures, a dog will communicate his desire to avoid or initiate a fight. A dog with an aggressive personalit
will relish a challenge, standing with the fur on this back raised, lips pulled away from his teeth and tail held high. A sub-
missive dog will respond by turning away from the dog, tail lowered, or by laying down on his back with his paws up. Di-
rect eye contact is avoided. Puppies will even dribble urine to signal their submission to a dominant dog or human.

Dogs also communicate with each other when they want to play. Known as a play bow, the instigator will drop down on his
forepaws while leaving his rear end up. He will then leap up and dance around, wagging his tail and sometimes barking
encouragement. The dog will repeat the body language when trying to play with a human.

A male dog will use urine scent markings to communicate his territory to other dogs. When a dog lifts his legs on all the
trees and bushes in his yard (as opposed to just getting it over with in one place) he is mapping out the perimeter of his pe
sonal space. He will do the same when taking a walk through a neutral tefrie@ying notice to all other passing canines

that he was there.



Why Do Dogs Tilt Their Heads When You Talk?

(Source: #Ahttps: / / wandwhg/why-tHoedags-tiltiheicheadsd-whenwou-t al k o, 2016)

Many dogs have a delightful habit of tilting their heads when spoken to or when they hear certain types of noises. Most humans find the action adorable. But
why do dogs tilt their heads?

[e]

Dogs May Tilt Their Heads to See Us Better

When we are listening to someone speak, we evaluate more than their words to understand what they're telling us. We listen to the tone of

voice and watch facial features, among other things, to infer the other person's meaning. Dogs are no different.

What is different is that many dogs can't see our entire face when they are looking directly at us. This is because of the fact that their muzzles
extend from their faces, blocking their view of the lower part of a human face, including the mouth. Stanley Coren, Ph.D., F.R.S.C. hypothe-
sized that this might be a large part of the reason that dogs tilt their heads when we are speaking to them; they are trying to see more of our

face to better interpret our meaning (Stanley Coren, 2013).

Dr. Coren illustrates this point by suggesting that you hold your fist up to your nose, thus imitating what a dog's muzzle would be like, and see
how much it limits your ability to see the lower face of someone who's talking to you. Now, tilt your head to the side while looking at the person

and see how much better you can view their mouth.

[ é]

Dogs May Tilt Their Heads Because It's Cute

It is well understood that dogs are social animals, and they repeat behaviors for which they receive rewards. When dogs tilt their heads in
response to words or sounds, humans usually find it charming. We often say things like, "Aw," "You're so cute," and "Who's a cute girl," in
positive, praising voices. Sometimes we give the dog a treat or are motivated to provide them with some other reward like a car ride or a walk.

These positive reactions encourage dogs to repeat the behavior that garnered them.

Note:

If your dog is tilting her head constantly, tilts it when there is no sound to trigger it, or shakes her head or scratches he r ear while

tilting her head, she could have a medical problem. Call your veterinarian right away.
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